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The Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries announced today that, with few ex-
ceptions, it will not aporove applications for priorities for the construction of .
any additional fishing vessels during the remainder of the year.

Construction of fishing vessels during the first half of the year has been
so accelerated, Dr. Ira 1. Gabrielson, Deputy Coordinator, said,that the materials
originally estimated for the entire year of 19/4 have been greatly depleted.
Today's action was necessary, he said, to keep the vessel construction program at
the level approved by the War Production Board.

Since materials were made available by the War Production Board a year ago,
OCF has recommended pricrities for the construction of 1,02¢ vescsels.

"Wwhen vessels now under construction or approved have been completed,® Dr.
Gabrielson said, "and with the addition of requisitioned vessels which are now
being returned by the Navy in increasing numbers, the Us 5. fishing fleet will be
substantially at its pree-war size, although there will be a deficit in certain
categories of vessels.!

The Office of the Ccordinator of Fisheries will not apply to WPB for authoriza-
tion of additional materials beyond that already programmed for the rest of the
vear, the Deputy Coordinator said, for the reason that manpower shortages, lack of
shore facilities, and inadequate refrigeration are already actinz as brakes upon
the production of the fisheries in many areas. .

In four categories applications will still be considered, Theyv arec:
g ¥ \

(1) Applications that have alresdy been submitied to the Office of the
Coordinator of Fisheries, but have not yect been acted onj

(2) Requests for increase in previous allotments;

(3) Bona fide emergency or hardship cases, such as the loss (not sale) of
a boat which is the owner's means of a livelihood;

(4) Applications that arc intended to authorizc a production schedule and
praference rating only, without allotment of materials, or small projeects of the
"backyard" type where the owner does his own building, and little or no material
allotment is required,
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